FRIENDS HOW ONE FATEFUL DAY CHANGED THE FACE OF WEDDINGS
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BY HILLARY QUINN

m o American will ever forget what
happened on September 11. The
tragedies in New York, Washington,
D.C., and Pennsylvania hit hard in many
ways—and the country is still dealing
with the aftermath. For families of the
victims, it changed their lives forever. For
the rest of America, watching the horrific
events unfold on television bonded a na-
tion in grief, while strengthening our pa-
triotic resolve.

For brides caught up in the whirlwind
of planning a wedding, September 11
threatened to suck all of the jov out of this
blissful time, leaving many altar-bound
women feeling guilty and self-absorbed.
Somehow, getting excited over a crystal
tiara or demi-sec champagne just didn’t
seem right when the country was mourn-
ing the loss of thousands of people. “I felt
almost selfish,” admits Kali Pappas-Gabriel,
31, of New York City, who was in the
process of putting the
finishing touches on her
September 22 nuptials.
“My God, so many had
lost their friends and
families, and all | was
thinking about was my
wedding,” she s‘ays. Her
distress was not uncom-
mon. However, along
with these feelings came
a new sense of aware-
ness and gratitude that
has transformed wed-
dings across the country.

hitting close to home

Nothing could have prepared Liz Frohlich,
32, of San Francisco, for the devastating call
she received from her fiancé, Joe Salama, on
September 11. A shaken Joe informed her
that his good friend—and usher—Mark
Bingham, had been en route to their Sep-
tember 15 wedding when his flight, Ameri-
can Airlines No. 93, went down in a
Pennsylvania coalfield. “It knocked the
breath out of me and I found myself com-
pletely dazed,” recalls Frohlich. The world
soon learned that Bingham was one of the
passengers who apparently prevented the
aircraft from hitting its intended target.
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“We were both very
impacted by the tragedy,
and | realized that
spending our wedding
day with as many friends
and family as possible
was the priority.”

Along with intense grief came the worri-
some decision about whether to postpone
the wedding. “Even though we were so sad,
we realized that canceling wouldn't bring
Mark back,” Frohlich explains. But the de-
cision to proceed was easier said than done,
given the couple’s far-flung family.
Frohlich’s parents, who live in Colorado,
jumped in their car and hit the road. “It
took them thirty hours, but they got here,”
she says. Two of her bridesmaids—her sis-
ters Peggy, in New York City, and Barbie, in
Boston—weren't so lucky. After spending
three days on the phone with the airlines, it
became clear they weren’t going to find
flights. “There were tons of tears, but the
situation couldn’t be helped. So Peggy
drove up to Barbie’s and they called me as
[ was getting into my dress so we could all
share the experience,” recalls Frohlich.

At the ceremony, an empty place of
honor was left for Mark Bingham, who was

remembered in the Reverend Brian
Lyke’s opening remarks: “Greater love has
no man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.” It was a perfect trib-
ute and a cathartic beginning to the day.
“The words affirmed what was important
and allowed us to deal with those emo-
tions at the beginning of the service,” ex-
plains Frohlich. “I will always cherish the
tenderness of my wedding day.”

eyewitness news
“Barney called me from a conference
room in his office building, which

looked out on the World Trade Center,”

says 30-year-old Amy O’Kane of New York
City. “He told me, ‘A bomb’s just gone off;
and then he hung up.” Five nerve-racking
hours later, O’Kane got another call from
her fiancé, saying he had managed to
leave his building, but had spent hours
walking around the city looking for an
available pay phone to get in contact with
her. Relieved that he was safe, O’Kane’s
attention eventually turned to their wed-
ding, which was scheduled for September
14. “We had no idea what to do. About
one hundred and ten guests were coming
from all over the world—Hong Kong,
Furope —and Barney was still reeling from
his evewitness experience.” Meanwhile,
the bride’s parents, undeterred by travel
chaos, had started driving from their home
in South Dakota; Barney’s mom and dad
had arrived from London shortly before
the disaster. “We eventually agreed that

as long as our  (Continued on page 402)

just do it

arolyn Avila, 33, of Hartford, had been
C dating Bradley Tice for eight years. The
“M” word often came up, but both seemed
content to enjoy the status quo. “We wanted
to get married, but there was a lot of delay-
ing,” recalls Avila. “l started to actually won-
der if we were ever going to do it.”

A few nights after the disaster, as they
were watching people on television recount
their survival stories, Tice turned to Avila
and said, “You know what, why don't we just
do it? What are we waiting for?” Three
weeks later, they were married.”

“Couples have been making more solid
commitments as a result of September 11,
confirms Judy Kuriansky (aka Dr. Judy), a clin-
ical psychologist in New York City and au-
thor of The Complete Idiot’s Guide to a
Healthy Relationship (Alpha Books, 2001).
“It heightened the value of life and death
and helped people reset their priorities. | say
it's the silver lining to the dark cloud that
surrounded the towers as they fell.” Avila
agrees: “What occurred on September 11
moved our time line dramatically forward,
but we're both happy with our decision.”
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parents could be there, we would have a
wedding,” says O’Kane. “Whoever clse
made it was icing on the cake.”
Ultimately, the icing totaled a grateful
gathering of 47 friends and family. “We
were really worried about our guests,” re-
members O’Kane. “The emotion was right
at the surface and [ felt like it was asking a
lot for people to switch that off and cele-
brate.” In a show of sensitivity for their loved
ones, the couple asked that their Catholic
nuptials include Prayers of the Faithful to
honor the many lives lost that day. Patrio-
tism also plaved a role in the wedding fes-
tivities. “Barney is English, so we had
planned to hang a large British flag at our
" she says. “We did that, but
we also hung an American flag in honor of

reception site,

our countries strong bond.”

Dollars that make a difference

fyou want to take the occasion of your wedding to con-
tribute to charity, consider registering with the I Do
Foundation, an on-line organization that enables a couple
to direct, at no charge, monetary wedding gifts to the char-
ity of their choice. It also allows them to register for tradi-
tional items like china and crystal with retailers who will
automatically donate to a charity with each purchase. [
Do will set up a wedding web page for you and even help
you create a Family Fund, so you and your husband can
make giving a lifelong part of your union. For more in-

formation, log on to idofoundation.org.

model behavior

Before September 11, if you'd asked model
and TV correspondent Hunter Reno, 33,
of Miami, how she envisioned the perfect
wedding, she'd likely wax poetic about an
clopement on the beach of some offbeat is-
land. Her fiancé, Peter Rabbino, would
have painted a picture of a classic cere-
mony with plenty of people as witnesses. In
the end, they compromised and planned a
small bul traditional affair for 125 guests at
the Fairchild ‘Tropical Gardens in Miami.
They set the date for December 9.

Then came the disaster—and a fresh per-
spective. “Peter and T were both very im-
pacted by the tragedy,” admits Reno. “It
made me realize that spending our wed-
ding day with as many friends and family
as possible was the priority.” To help offset
the costs of a guest list that jumped from
125 to 200, Reno looked at extrancous ex-

ficus trees, and scaled back. Gift-giving was
also reevaluated. “Rather than buy a strand
of pearls for my twelve bridesmaids, [ con-
tributed the moncy to Shake a Leg, a com-
munity water-sports center in Miami,” she
says. “I wanted the focus to be on people,
not material things.”

The bride got her wish as a multitude of
well-wishers shared her special day. “Be-
forehand, Peter said to me, ‘I know it’s a lot
to ask you to have so many people at our
wedding, but I hope you can look around
and feel grateful we invited everyone.” He
was 5o right—I really did appreciate having
those who are most important to me there.”

same time, different place
Kali Pappas-Gabriel was expecting 470 peo-
ple for her September 22 wedding to
Demetrios Gabriel at New York’s Regent
Wall Street Hotel, just four blocks from the
World Trade Center. But by September 16,
the hotel had been turned into
a relief center for the rescue
workers; the ballroom where the
reception was to take place was
stocked with beds and sand-
wiches. “We wondered if we
should just do the church cere-
mony and postpone the recep-
tion,” recalls Pappas-Gabriel,
“but a lot of people had already
come in from Greece and every-
one encouraged me to go ahead
with our plans.”

The question became, where?
Friends and family manned the
phone lines and began frantically
calling catering halls. While there were
plenty of openings, no one could accom-
modate a party of nearly 500. No one, that is,
until Gabriel struck gold. “He called me and
said, ‘We're getling married Saturday at the
Waldorf-Astoria. ‘They had a cancellation
and the manager is waiting for your call.””

Coincidence to some, but destiny to the
couple, who believe the stars aligned for
them in the wake of tragedy. “Demetrios’s
mother, who passed away a few years ago,
loved the Waldorf. It was her favorite ho-
tel,” Pappas-Gabriel says. “So in a way, it
was almost as though she was our guardian
angel making this special place available to
us.” That same meant-to-be attitude carried
the couple through a wedding day filled
with sentiment. “A girl waits for this mo-
ment her whole life,” she says. “But what's
truly important, especially in light of what
happened in our country, is that you spend

D@%@OR

ARIZONA
Tucson
Cele Peterson's
520-323-9413

CALIFORNIA
Fullerton
The Dresser
714-870-7101

Modesto
Bianca's Bridal
209-575-5902

San Diego/ Chulavista
Christina's
619-420 1553

Tarzana
Dressed Up!
818-708-7238

CONNECTICUT
Fairfield
Harper's of Fairfield, Inc.
203-333-7700

Old Saybrook
Tamar
860-395-0722

FLORIDA
Orlando
My Daughter's Wedding
407-293-3113

St. Petersburg
Ambria's Gallery of
Wearable Art
727-895-8609

GEORGIA
Atlanta/Fayetteville
Belles & Beaus Bridal

& Formal Wear

www.belles-beaus.com

770-461-4818

LOUISIANA
Metairie
Pearl's Place
www.pearlsplace.com
504-885-9213

MINNESOTA
Edina
Sonnies
612-929-3022

St.Paul
Sonnies
612-690-2112

Woodbury
Sonnies
651-735-5331

NEW JERSEY
Clifton
Bridals by Roma
www.romasbridal.com
973-777-9344

Little Silver
Lynne's Fashion Boutique
732-530-5443

Westwood
Hartly
201-664-3111

NEW YORK
Brooklyn
Lestan Fashion
Headquarters
www.lestanbridal.com
718-531-0800

Elmont
Flowerama's Bridal Plaza
www.floweramabridal-
salons.com
516-775-0489

Glendale
Flowerama's Bridal Plaza
www.floweramabridal-
salons.com
718-366-9656

Mt. Kisco
Elephant's Trunk Ltd.
914-666-7666

Fora map and door-to-door directions of bridal
salons nearest you, visit BRIDE'S Salon Locator
atwww.weddingchannel.com/salonlocator

To locate a store nearest you,
please visit us at
www.daymor.com
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penses, like decorating with a forest of it with the people you love.” ®
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